KNOWING GOD
“THIS IS ETERNAL LIFE; THAT THEY KNOW YOU, THE ONLY TRUE GOD, AND JESUS CHRIST WHOM YOU’VE SENT.” (Jh.15:3)

Most of the young people of my generation in Ireland came through their teens and twenties knowing little, if anything, about the members of the opposite sex; that word was never spoken openly. It seemed to have some unsavory characteristics. For me personally, it was a complete mystery. And as for girls, well, they really might as well have been from Venus. It was all total confusion.
I thank God continually for bringing Terri into my life - the girl who was later to become my wife. First though, she became my friend, and through her a lot of the mystery and strangeness of girls was opened up to me.
But I would never claim, even now, after spending a lifetime with her, to understand with my male mind, how the female mind works. Nearly everything about that gender still mystifies me.
Yet I do know Terri. I know her more fully than any woman ever did, or could, including her mother. I know her better than any of our children. I know her more intimately than any other living soul. But how was this possible? How did the impossible become possible for me?

My mother used to say, "If you want to know me, come and live with me." Obviously the thinking between the sexes today is along those same lines. Yet, living with my mother for most of the years prior to marrying Terri, I would still have to say I never really knew her. The same applies to my two sisters. I learned more about all three in the years since not living with them, than I ever did while in the same house as them.
Yet in the four and a half years from my first date with Terri, to when we married, I learned a very great deal about her; and this, in spite of the fact that we didn't live together, or have sex in any form.
But how come there’s this great difference?  It’s simply because there are two extra factors involved in my relationship with Terri; an intimate friendship, and a sense of complete openness and trust.
I knew Terri right from the beginning in a way I cannot explain in words. She became my friend, and I hers. We each opened ourselves up to the other. Our love, our need, our desire for something neither of us understood at the time, caused us to do this. It wasn't a conscious thing. We didn't set out to do it. But it had the most beautiful effect of generating a complete trust in both of us. We not only wanted to spend the rest of our lives together, but we also somehow knew that we would do just that, despite opposition from several quarters.
While I would never suggest for a moment that sex wasn't, and isn't, an essential part of my learning to know my wife, never the less, that part is really a result, more than a cause of anything.
It seems to us that an inability to understand that simple fact is one of the main reasons why so very few couples who live, sleep and have sex together today, while not completely committed to each other in absolute openness and trust within marriage, very often don't stay together for long.
We didn't know at the time, but the Word of God tells us that when we all, with unveiled, or completely open faces, are looking at the Lord, hiding, and pretending nothing, we are then being changed, by his Spirit, into his likeness, from one degree of glory to the next. (2Cor.3:18)
It's very clear to me, that in that scripture, the one condition laid down by God for him doing this incredible work in us, is that we be completely honest with him, pretending nothing.
I presume we know that an open faced person is one who's hiding nothing, pretending nothing, and is in fact, a person we can be at ease with, provided, of course, we're open and honest with them also. If we're not, then we'll most likely feel decidedly uncomfortable with them.
Right from day one in our relationship, I was, for the first time in my short life, to that point, completely at ease with someone of the opposite sex. Without Terri realising it, and without her knowing how, she opened up her heart to me. I liked what I saw. She had revealed herself, her innermost being, to me; and of course, I was doing the same thing with her. I think we both knew then that we truly belonged to each other.
While it's true that in the years before we were married I discovered much about Terri, and this happened without us ever having sexual intercourse, yet when we did finally get married, which was as soon as our parents would allow, I found I had so much more to learn.
Yet I feel I must say here that despite the emotional and physical intimacy of our married life - despite the wonder of the good times, and the bad times together - despite the fact that at the time of writing this, we have been married forty years - nothing has changed in my real knowing of Terri since those very early days.
She, at the time, without realising it, revealed her very heart and soul to me, as I did to her. I could never hope to explain in words what I'm talking about. But I do know with certainty that those who have experienced a similar revealing by, and to, another person, know exactly what I'm talking about. If you are such a privileged person as I am, then you realise that you could never know that loved one, in the way you do, unless they had chosen to reveal themselves to you.
Because, even if I were to spend my entire life listening to what Terri's mother and father, sisters and brothers, relatives and friends, had to tell me about her - even though I might have accumulated enough material to fill several books - I still wouldn't truly know her.
If I had read every diary Terri had kept, I would have known even more about her, but I still would have been far short of where I was with her that first time she revealed her soul to me, by letting me look deep into her heart.
Yet sadly, when it comes to our knowing God, so many seem to spend their lives listening to what others have to say about him - second hand knowledge - and simply don't allow him to reveal himself to them, by committing their whole lives to him.
Many spend their lives in arguing doctrinal issues about God, while never coming to have that intimate, spiritual, knowing, relationship with him. The relationship Jesus talks about in Matt.7:21-23.
Jesus said, "No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." (Matt.11:27)
The world is full of those who, to one degree or another, know of God. There are those who have spent their entire lives studying and learning the scriptures. There are those who spend time, every week, listening to someone else talk about God, but who still don't really know him for themselves.
Sadly, the word 'revelation' seems to scare many church people. To them it appears to have only one meaning in relation to God, that of new revelation, so they teach, and believe, that all revelation of God stopped with Jesus.
Of course that's true, in so far as it goes, but, remember the words of Jesus, "No one knows the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son choose to reveal him." (Matt.ll:27)
Again Jesus said, "He who has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest (reveal) myself to him." (Jh.l4:21) 

Where the confusion appears to be, is in not remembering the very simple fact that, while the full revelation of God, in Jesus Christ is in the scriptures (Jh.5:38-40), nevertheless, unless, and until, my eyes, mind, and heart are opened (Luk.24:32), it's all hidden from me. I need - no I must have - Jesus Christ, the Word of God, reveal himself to me. I must have him reveal the Father to me; otherwise I can never really know him.

While in one sense the revelation of God is old, never the less, for me, at the time of receiving it, it was entirely new.
Another area of misunderstanding seems to be with the word ‘knew’. If we go back to the beginning we find in Genesis that Adam knew his wife Eve, and she conceived a son. (Gen.4:1) This meaning of the word knew goes right through the bible, and in Matt.7:21-23 we read the words of Jesus, "Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but those who do the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, didn't we prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' And I will say to them, ‘I never knew you, get away from me you evildoers.’"
He didn't say "You never knew me"; as seems to be often put across by some preachers; but "I never knew you". He certainly can't have meant that he didn't know of their existence, or that he didn't know anything about them, since the Word clearly tells us "he knew all men". (Jh.2:25)
The purpose of our relationship with Jesus Christ is that we "bear much fruit." (Jh.l5:8, Rom.7:4) And the bearing of children is referred to as "the fruit of the womb". (Ps.l27:3) So, it seems clear to me, that the fruit Jesus is primarily talking of, is the fruit that we, the Church, the Bride of Christ, should bear, i.e., spiritual children for God. For this to happen, as in the natural, we must have intimate, spiritual intercourse with him; which is of course one of the main reasons for him giving us his Spirit. (Rom.8:26-27)
This is the "knowing" Jesus is talking about in Matthew chapter seven, quoted above. All the prophesying, (the proclaiming of God's Word), all the mighty works, all the casting out of demons, are as nothing, if we, the Church, do not bear truly reborn children for God.
Jesus said we must be reborn or born again. The reason is, of course, very simple, but seems to be forgotten in practice. We were all spiritually dead to God, and not just because of our own personal sin. (Ps.51:5, Eph.2:3) That thinking would appear to mean we believe that we were perfect when we were born as human babies. For that to be so it would follow that as babies, there would be no need for us to be reborn, or even saved for that matter.
But in fact the main reason for us having to be reborn, is the old sin nature we have inherited through our natural parents (1Pet.1:18-19), the "flesh and blood" of 1Cor.l5:50. It's the devil nature that Jesus was talking to when he said to Peter, "Get behind me Satan, you're a hindrance to me, you're not on God's side, but man’s." (Matt.16:23) And again it's the same nature he was referring to when he told the faithless Pharisees, "You are of your father, the devil." (Jh.8:44) 
This old nature, often called 'the flesh', wars against our new nature. (Gal.5:17, 1Pet.2:11) And while in one sense it was crucified with Christ (Gal.2:20), in another sense we have to continually put it to death (Col.3:5); continually put it off. (Eph.4:22) If we allow it down from the cross, it will work havoc in our lives.
If we don't continually regard ourselves as dead to sin, and alive to God (Rom.6:11); if we don't continually declare that we have the victory in Christ (2Cor.2:14, Rom.8:37), and that we are no longer slaves to sin (Rom.6:18), but free to say a resounding "No" to temptation and walk away (Rom.6:12-14), then we have swallowed the lie of the devil, just as the first man and woman did, and denied the truth of God's Word and thereby denied the power of what Jesus Christ has done. We have only the form of religion.
We must come to understand that "knowledge" of God is meant to lead to "knowing God". (Acts 17:26-27) It's commanded in the Word (lChron.28:9), and is shown in creation. (Rom.1:19-20, Ps.l9:1-4)  It can be found in, and through, the Word, by wholehearted seeking. (Pro.2:1-12, Hosea 6:3, Phil.3:10-11, Jer.29:10-13)  It is obtained only by revelation, (Eph.1:16-20, Matt.11:27, Matt.l6:15-17, Heb.8:11), and is spread through Spirit filled believers. (2Cor.2:14-16, Eph.4:11-13, 2Cor.l0:3-5)
Of course, like with everything else in our relationship with our God, there are conditions. (Is.28:9-10, Jh.l4:21&23, Heb.5:12-14, lPet.2:2) But the results are spectacular. (Jh.l7:3 & Jh.l0:3-5) Mind you, the results of our failure to attain to this knowledge are also spectacular. (Hosea 4:6)
Finally, this knowing of God in its fullest sense is meant to be our glory and our delight. (Jer.9:23-24, Ps.37:4, Ps.l6:11)
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